New Idaho Foundation Chapter and Idaho Lewis & Clark Traijl Committee
Dedicated to Protecting Last Remnants of the Lowig & Clark Trail

Dr. James R. Faziv is Associate Dean for
Moscow, Idaho. He is also serving as

Idaho has the distinction of being
the last major region of the contin-
ental United States to be viewed by
whites. Lewis and Clark were, of
eourse, those first visitors and their
triumph at Lemhi Pass and tribula-
tions in the Bitterroots are well
known, Teday, nalruﬂﬂe of a differ-
ent nature continues along the route
traveled by the Corps of Discovery.
It is a struggle of importance to
anyone with an interest in Lewis
and Clark history, for at stake is the
protection of the section of Trail
route that remains today least al-
tered by the works of modern eivili-
zation.

It was an awareness of Idaho's
unique relationship to Lewis and
CTu:hhi:tmydmtpmmph—dGmnmor
John Evans to establish by exeen-
tive order the Idaho Lewis and Clark
Trail Committee (WPO 10:1). That
oceurred late in 1983, making Idaho
the most Recent! Trail state to form
a committee or commission to fol-
low-up on the work and recommen-
dations of the federal Lewis and
Clark Trail Commission which ex-
isted from 1964 to 1969,

The Idaho committee has begun to
make up for its late start by actively
involving itself in significant proj-
ects. In our two vears of existence,
we have had little time for the nice-
ties of historical study or celebra-
tion. Instead, we have been thrust
into the position of fighting a battle
in a war that has been long waged
—and generally lost — along most of
the 3,000-mile Lewis and Clark
route. Both ethically and by charge
of the executive order that created
our committes, we feel obliged to do
what we can to protect the remnants
of the old Trail.

Some of these remnants make your
heart thumpa little louder. There are
segments in the rugged Bitterroot
Mountains that are still unmistaka.
bly visible. On the descent from
Glade Creek Camp to the Lochsa
River there remains a depression in
the topsoil of the forest floor made
from the passage of thousands of
moceasing en route to ancient fish-
ing spots. The exploration party

1. Six of the eleven Trail States have Governor
appainted Lewis and Clark Trail Committess,
Commissions, or Councils, They are: Towa,
Idaho, Mantana, North Dakols, Oregon, and
Wiashington.
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most assuredly walked this path,
There are ridgetops and meadows
and ways along the wild streams
that were unquestionably traveled
by the party and which remain

much the same today as they did in-

1805-06. And there are the camp-
gites, places like Clade Creck where
one can s¢nse the presence of the ex-
plorers resting in the tall grass of
this forest opening, drawing their
water from the pleasant creek that
meanders through,

The Trail route and its features from
Lolo Pass to the Clearwater River
are well documented thanks to the
modern-day exploration of people
like Ralph Space and Andy Arvish,
former Clearwater National Forest
supervisor and recreation/lands
specialist, respectively. Mném and
reference works a d, and along
most of the route small metal plates
mark the travelway, much of it un-
questionably being in the exact
place of passage.

The problem is that this part of the
historic route — hallowed ground to
the Lewis and Clark scholar —
passes through a working forest.
Most of the unaltered segments lic
within the Clearwater National
Forest, managed by the U.S. Forest
Service, or on land owned by Plum
Creek Timber Company, a subsidi.
ary of Burlington Northern. Burling.
ton Northern's predecessor com-
pany was the recipient of “railread
lands” used to spur settlement of the
West. In all cases, the land supports
a forest that is an important part of
both the economic foundation and
the future of Idaho.

The Idaho committee has divected
most of its energies toward making
sure that the historic Trail is given
as much protection as possible as
roads and chainsaws cut deeper and
deeper into the old growth forests of
north central Idaho, The commit-
tee’s first meeting after organizing
was held at the confluence of the
Lochsa and Selway Rivers. From
there, with officials from the Forest
Service, segments of the Trail were
visited and views were exchanged
on the future management of the
area. It became very elear that log-
ging would have high priority since
nond of the Trail route is in desig-
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nated wildernesz. At the game tirne,
it wae apparent that the agency un.
derstood the historic and PECEa-
tional value of the Trail and would
attempt to protect i umng appre.
priate management methds. Along
gome gegments, clearentbing would
even yield to lews visible selection
cutling. In all areag. firo lanoe and
log leuding decks would be kept off
tha Trail. The mesting provided nal
only valuable informution, but the
start of a good working relationghip
with Forest Service officers whuse
decisions direetly influence what
happens along the best preserved
segment of the mountainsus Teail
route,

That initial meeting in the fall of
1984 was soon lollowed by another
action of lasting importance. Fach
national forest in the Unived Statgs
has been directed by Congress to de-
velop a plan outlining its activities
and management directions for the
next ten years. After an elaborato
period of public involvement uged to
help select from numerous alterna-
tives, the plan will be the basis for
what happens on virtually every
acre of our national forests. Oh-
viously, the Clearwater National
Forest Plan will determine the fate
of some premier segments of the
Lewis and Clark Trail. The Forest
Service considered the Trail corridor
= iﬂtlﬂ&ihk the Mez Perce's Neo-
Mee-Poo Trail — important enough
to warrant a 182-page appendix to
the Forest Plan. This document,
known as the FLolo Trail S;ra:rm fm-
plementation Guidelines, was given
careful serutiny by the Idaho com.
mittee. This turned out to be in the
best interests of ull who are interest-
ed in Lewis and Clark, for despite
the ngency’s best intentions, there is
considerable room for improvement
in their plan if the old Trail route is
to survive in ils present, unique
condition,

Some examples of the criticism for-
warded from the committee includ-
ed: {a) a lack of sociological data on
which to bage decigzions on what
kind of recreational developments, if
any, should be made {in contrast to
greut amounts of data on the timber
resource); (b) a tendency to subju-
gate protection vl Lhe trail system Lo
a“when possible” or “when compat-
ible with other uses™ status rather
that subjugating other projects or
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uges to protecting the Trail and as-
sociated sites; (c) an apparently low
priority for the Trail in the agency's
budget allocation process: (d) com.
plicated descriptions of plans for
harvesting the area’s timber, and an
apparent favoritism for elearcut-
ting; and (e} a reluctance to pursue
mineral withdrawals for land tra-
versed by the Trail, including most
of the Lewis and Clark campsites
{mineral withdrawals prevent the
mining of areas),

There is much good to be said of the
plan, but the above is cited to illus-
trate the kind of watchdog function
served by members of the Idaho
committee. [t remains to be seen how
many of our suggestions will be in-
corporated into the final draft of the
document.

Another example of the issue-orient-
ed role of the Idaho Committes was
the Fall 1985 meeting. This time the
focus was on private land traversed
by the Trail just west of Lolo Pass.
The purpose was to initiate dialogue
with Plum Creek Timber Company,
learn what measures they might be
taking to safeguard the Trail on
their land, and e:‘ciplore alternatives
for future use and protection of the
Trail and eampsites. At the same
time, we asked to review the site of a
gravel pit pmﬂus&d by the [daho
Division of Highways. The proposed
excavation is on Plum Creek's land
and was to come within 25 feet of a
beautiful stretch of teail along the
edge of the Crooked Fork just before
it joing White Sand Creek to beeame
the Lochsa River.

This, too, proved to be an interesting
and productive meeting. We learned
that Plum Creek Timber Company
is very conscious of the Trail. The
company’s original unit manager, a
Mr. Harvey, carefully located the
Trail across company property. Al-
though company policy does not al-
low for buffer strips of vegetation
along the trail, it does require work-
ers to keep log skidders and other
equipment off the Trail tread. Most
importantly, the company has actu-
ally chosen not to log in areas consid-
ered to have high potential for
public use and enjoyment. Happily,
these include such sites as 13-Mile
Camp, Packer Meadows, and the
magnificent Glade Creek Camp, and
the Trail route between the latter,

In our post-visit recommendations,
we suggested a higher degree of
cooperation and communication be-
tween company and Forest Service
officials, especially to encourage
joint projects such as clearly mark-
ing the entive Trail with the help of
Clearwater National Forest archae-
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ologist, Karl Roenke, We suggested
continuing dialogue with our com-
mittee, and that the company pursue
possibilities of exchanging case
ment rights along the Trail for an
appropriate tax advantage. We also
were successful in having the gravel
pit specifications modified o move
the edge of excavation to 50 feet from
the Trail instead of 25 feet.

Actionz of the Idaho Committes in
its first two years have resulted in
tangible benefits for future Treail
users, bul more importantly there
has been a good spirit of cooperation
built between our group of citizens
and the government and industey
officials responsible for the land
that presented Lewis and Clark with
such a challenge during their pas-
sage. Last summer the committes
successfully won its bid to host the
Foundation's national meeting in
1930. The goal of that meeting will
be to review the success of foresters”
efforts along the “Lolo Trail” to pro-
tect an historical treasure while at
the same time managing the timber
and other resources that are so vital
to ldaho's economy,

The continuity of any committoo
appointed by o governor is precar-
ious at best. With Governor Evans'
term expiring in 1988, we decided to
create a chapter of the Lewis and
Clark Trail Heritage Foundation to
assure continuation of our work and
to add the strength of a nationwide
interest group to our efforts. On Oc-
tober 19, 1985 at the Powell Ranger
Station, 13 members of the Founda-
tion — most of us also members of
the governor's committee — signed a
petition for a “new entity financial
grant.” The petition was subsequent-
ly approved, with officers of the new
Idaho Chapter being: Ottis Peter-
son, president; D'r. James F. Ham-
mersten, vice-president; and Audrey
Peterson, secretary-treasurer.

With Idaho's far-flung ulation
of little more than one million, the
number of people with a serious in-
terest in the Lewis and Clark Trail
are few. To assure adequate protec.
tion of the Trail across the rugged
backbone of our state, we need the
interest and support of the entire
Foundation. One thing that every
member can do to help is to show
that interest does exist for the pro-
tection of the historieal aspects of
the Trail. For example, when visit-
ing the Trail, let Iun:fmanagm and
community support services (motel
operators, ete) know of your inter-
est. This translates to dollars and
helps demonstrate that good re-
source management can produce
tourism income as well ag commodi-
ties, Another thing that needs to be
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done is fur every chapter and avory
state commilles to protest strongly
any management action that unnee
esgarily impacta the Trail route in
their area. The sucroge of one geaup
adds strength to the efforts of others.
Similarly, we need to recognize pri.
vate and public organizations that
help safegruard Lowis and Clark his-
tory and perpetuate the epirit of that
remarkable chapter in American
history.

As the Foundation's newest on tity,
the combined Idaho Ghapter and
Governor's Committes looks for-
ward to the continuing support of its
neighboring groups who have al
rendy been most helpful, and to host-
ing the national meeling during
Idaha's Centernaal am 1000,

‘University of ldaho

nounces Summer
Fiold Courae on the

Lolo Trail

Sid Fder, Summer Session Diroctor,
University of Idaho, Mosoaw, han
announced a July 7-13, 1988, Sum.
mer Session [ield based course.
Titled “On the Trail of Lowia and
Clark”, the conrse will offer a unique
and exciting field study of the histo-
ry and natural hig of the 1803-
1806 Lewis and ¢ Expedition.
The field work involves retracing
the 1805 route of the explevers across
northern Idaho from Lolo Pags
(Montana-ldahs atateline) to the
confluence of the Snake and Mear.
water Rivers (at Lewiston, Idaho).
Participants (limited to 95} will
study both what the explorers found
and what are the pravont conditions
of the oceupants of the lands they
explored, examined, and document-
wd in their journals, maps, and
s'!retchdruwinfn. A major part of the
course will allow students and pro-
feasors to visit sites and avempt W
observe discoveries made by the Ex.
pedition, eg., plants, wildlife, ter-
rain, Indian culture, Tng leaders
and instructors will be: Steven J.
Bﬂlnlﬁ@l{l. University of [daho
naturalist, specialist in Pacific
Northwest and Rocky Mountain flo-
raa; Cort Conley, director of the Uni-
versity of Idaho Press and author of
Idaho for the Curious: Sam H. Ham,
Associate Professor, Wildlifo Heere-
ation Management, and consultant
to the National Park Service regard-
ing the Lewig and Clark Expedition:
and Carlos A. Schwantes, director,
Institute for Pacific Morthwest Stu-
dies and Associate Professor of His-
tory, For further information weite:
ﬂ'ﬂmmar Coeman ﬂfﬁw, Un:wm;l.y
of thb, Mmmw, Hn |'|¢. mﬂ. or
phone (208)-285.6297.



