
M a r c h 1 9 9 7 
I d a h o Chapter 
N e w s l e t t e r 
NEW ADDRESS 

Your chapter president has moved. Steve Lee is 
now Uving in the Lewiston area and his maihng 
address is now PO Box 2264, Lewiston, ID 
83501 (instead of PO Box 96, Boise 83701). 
Ruthann Caylor, Chapter secretary and treasurer, 
can be reached at her home at 317 Hulbe Road, 
Boise, ID 83705. 

1997 CHAPTER MEETINGS 

The Chapter is currently making plans for 
meetings and field trips for 1997. A l l members 
are welcome to give suggestions for such events. 
Currently, it is hoped to have one meeting in the 
Salmon area, one in the northcentral Idaho and 
another in the Boise area. 

This year's national annual meeting of 
the Foundation will be held in the neighboring 
state of Washington at Stevenson. Like the past 
several national meetings, chapter members will 
plan to get-together at that time, too. 

There are also several projects that your 
president would like for the chapter to be 
involved with. These include a National Trails 
Day event, updating and expanding a Lewis and 
Clark museum display and completing a 
brochure on the Weippe-Lewiston segment of the 
trail. Excellent brochures exist for the other two 
Idaho portions of the trail. Look for more details 
on these projects in upcoming newsletters. 

INTEREST GROWS IN SALMON 

There has been some interest in the Salmon area 
for forming a chapter of the Lewis and Clark 
Trail Heritage Foundation. Ron Laycock, chair 
of the Chapter Formation and Liaison 

Committee, will be in Salmon on April 30 to 
give a presentation on "The Role of Women in 
the Lewis and Clark Expedition" and to check on 
the possibility of forming a new chapter. Those 
interested should contact Wilmer Rigby or Mary 
Hay don for details. 

It also looks like the national meeting of 
the Foundation in 2000 will be hosted by the 
Dillon, Montana chapter. With Salmon's 
proximity to Dillon, efforts will be made to 
include Lemhi Pass and Salmon as part of this 
event. 

BICENTENNIAL PLANNING 

The Idaho Governor's Lewis and Clark Trail 
Committee held a meeting last September to start 
planning for the bicentennial commemoration. 
Another meeting is planned for March 17 in 
Boise. Governor Phil Batt has selected the Idaho 
Historical Society to be the lead agency in this 
planning. Lewis and Clark enthusiasts also met 
last November in Lewiston to start the planning 
process. 

T-SHIRTS STILL AVAILABLE 

The Chapter still has a supply of shirts featuring 
the 1930s-era trail marker. The shirts come in 
many great colors. Contact Rutharm Caylor or 
Steve Lee for details. 

F U T U R E E V E N T S 

May 9-10 - Natl. Lewis & Clark Coordinating 
Conference, Nebraska City, N E For more 
information: (206) 286-2003; (e-mail) 
LCBICENT@aol.com. 

July 11-12 - Meeting to discuss trail route over 
Lost Trail pass, sponsored by USES. For more 
information: Mary Haydon (208) 756-5163. 

July 27-30 - LCTHF Annual Meeting in 
Stevenson, Washington 



BOOK WORLD 

Riddles of a Founding Father 
A M E R I C A N S P H I N X 

The Character of Hiomas Jefferson 
By Joseph J. Ellis 
Kiiopf. .KiS pp. S2(; 

Reviewed by Brendan McConville 

A i i i i ' r i c a i i s neve r l i r e of T l ion ins 
Jefferson. He is l l ie most s l i id ie i l 
of I l ie Foun i l i i i . i ; F a l l i e r s and. in 
r e r ' - i i l d e e a d e s . I l i e m o s t fre
quently invol<eil l)y all manner of 

public fii;iires. ' I l ie re are more tl inii 200 books 
on d i f fe rent a spec t s of . l e f fe rson ' s life and 
thought, anti the c rea t ion of new n i cd i a has 
o n l y a m p l i f i e d i n t e r e s t in h i m . T h e r e a re 
J e f f e r s o n m o v i e s . J e f f e r s o n C D - R O M s . 
Jefferson web sites, the recent Jefferson televi
sion scric'S and. no douli t somewhere , a rock 
band named the A n u r y Jeffersoiis. if anylhin^;. 
this fascination seems lo be intensifying as the 
21sl century approaches. 

T h e i r o n y in a l l th is a t t en t ion is that the 
more we study Jefferson, the more elusive he 
seems to become. Proc la imer of universal nat
u r a l r i g h t s a n d a s l a v e h o l d e r , a r i s t o c r a t i c 
champion of an egali tar ian society. E u r o p e a n 
traveler and V i r g i n i a planter, Jefferson was a 
c o n t r a d i c t o r y m a n c a u g h t i n the p o r t a l 
between the premodern provincial society into 
which he was born and the l iberal democrat ic 
w o r l d that he he lped to c rea te . T h u s , he is 
many things to many people. 

Jefferson's seemingly inscruta l i le character 
h a s f r u s t r a t e d m a n y w h o h a v e s o u g h t lo 
unders tand h i m , but it is exac t ly this qual i ty 
that has attracted .[oseph E l l i s , a professor at 
M o u n t H o l y o k e C o l l e g e , to the S a g e o f 
M o n l i c e l l o . T l i e aptly titled "Amer ican Sphinx" 
focuses on the d e v e l o | ) m c n t of J e f f e r s o n ' s 
character and his contested legacy. El l i s is one 
of an ever-dwindl ing number of scholars who 
believe th.at it is possible to know Jefferson, or 
indeed any historical figure, 'as he really was." 
B y examining the "bedrock Jeffersonian values 
that d e t e r m i n e d the shape of the p o l i t i c a l 
v i s ion he projected so success fu l ly onto h i s 
w o i l d , " E l l i s believes we can better understand 
the r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n t l i e h i s t o r i c a l 
Jefferson and the Jef fersonian bel iefs of i he 
present. A n d to an admirable degree El l i s sue 
ceeds in this daunt ing task. 

J 
. \  T H E C O R E O F " A M l ' R K ' A N S I ' I l l N X " IS 
E l l i s ' s pe rcep t ion of Je f fe rson as an idealis t 
who was never as comfor lable creat ing i i i s l i l u -
tioiis or govern ing as he was conceptual iz ing a 
r epub l i can w o r l d . J ' h i s t ens ion in Ids p u b l i c 
l ife, and a re la ted l e i i s i o n in h i s priv.ate life 
between his values and his unstable piMsonal 
llnances. helped create a man cap;il)le of extra
o r d i n a r y v i s i o n and in t ense s e l f -decep t ion . 
Immersed in the Ivulightennienl 's intel lectual 
c u r r e n t s . J e f f e r s o n was ; i t r ue r a d i c a l , but 
u n l i k e m a n y o the r i n l e l l e c l u a l s be fo re and 
since he was forced to deal with the realities of 
life in a revolut ionary wor ld . 

E l l i s demons t ra tes h o w Je f fe r son met Ihe 
challenges of that age in five periods of his life: 
i n 1776, as h e w r o t e the D e c l a r a t i o n o f 
I n d e p e n d e n c e ; i n F r a n c e , s e r v i n g as t h e 
.Amer ican ambassado r , in the 1780s; in the 
f e r o c i o u s p a r t i s a n f i g l i t i n g b e t w e e n t l i e 
Jeffersonians and the Federal is ts in Ihe 1790s; 
as president; and in ret irement at M o n l i c e l l o . 

where he died bankrupt in 1826. Because he 
understands so wel l that no contemporary eval
uation can detract from Jefferson's cenlral i ty to 
the R e v o l u t i o n , E l l i s is unafraid lo e x a m i n e 
J e f f e r s o n ' s t r i u m p h s and s l i o i ' t c o m i n g s in 
these periods of intense change. 

E l l i s is r ight lo focus on the faclion-rid(l<Mi 
politics of Ihe 1790s as Ihe source of the para
doxica l Jefferson who has so confounded histo
r i a n s . I l l t h a i d e c a d e J e f f e r s o n s l r n g g l e d 
i i i i gh l i l y against forces he believed were deter
m i n e d lo undo the . ' \merican Revolu t ion and 
unde rmine Ihe newly formed republ ican gov
ernment of France. H i s fears led him to engage 
cove r t l y in in tensely par t isan behavior wh i l e 
m a i n t a i n i n g an aura of p u b l i c d i s in te res t ed 
ness. The most infamous of these actions was 
bis secret e n c o u r a g e m e n t of the wr i t e r w h o 
ex | )osed .Alexander H a m i l t o n ' s i n d i s c r e t i o n s 
w i t h a m a r r i e d w o m a n , for w h i c h J e f f e r son 
received coinage in k ind wi ien the sanii^ scan
da lmonger later printed the charges of misce-

JLhe irony in all this 
attention is that the more 
we study Jefferson, the 
more elusive he seems to 
become. 
g e n a t i o n w i t h Ihe s lave Sa l ly H e n i i n g s that 
have hounded lefferson's name ever since. H i s 
incons i s tenc ies in that tension-r idden decade 
did not go unno t i ced by con tempora r i e s and 
i iavc been twisted in eve ry direction by subse
quent generations of scholars . 

T H E F I V E P E R I O D S E l . E l S U S E S T O 
examine Jefferson's d i a m e t e r are widely sepa
rated c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y , and in the hands of a 
lesser wri ter this approach would lead to frng-
niei i la t ion. ' n i i s author, however, cleverly pro
vides the necessary material w i l l i i i i each s(-c-
l i o i i lo b r i d g e the gaps be tween t h e m . T h i s 
appro.ach makes "Anier ican Sphinx" accessible 
to Ihe geuer;il ri'.-uler as well as lo the legion of 
Jeffers(Mi specialists. At t imes F.llis engages in 
o v e r w r o u g h t p s y c h o l o g i c a l specula t ions and 
comp. ' irisons of lefferson's wor th with th.'it of 
o t h e r F o u n d e r s , p a r l i c n l a r l y J i d m , ' \danis . 
However , Ivllis r c i i i z e s that Jefferson was ;t r e d 
human being who lived in nu era with ver\ dif
ferent valui-s I rom o u r own , and this k n o w l 
edge tenip' rs his judginenls . I'Jlis's tJi 'ar prose 
and a d i n i i a h i c Lack of . ' icademic iai'.gon w i l l 
leave renders of ' .Auier icnn S p h i n x " able to 
r ( \ ' i ch t h e i r o w n c o n c l u s i o n s a b o u l Ihe 
s i r eng lhs and weaknesses of his arguments. 

J ' l u ' t 'Niended pr f i logue and c o n c l u s i o n of 
"Anierican Sphinx" deal with l l ie contemporary 
uses of the Je f fe r son ian legacy, and I found 
them less satisfying than the five excellent his-
t i u i c a l chapte rs . T h e s e two sec t i ims ( w h i c h 
n i ig l i l profitably have been written as one) are 
Tilled with interest ing ius ighls . Hut whi le Isllis 
is ,iware of the contradic tory ways in wh ich our 
third president 's legacy is invoked, he .general
ly s e e s J e f f e r s o n i a n i s m as i n h i b i t i n g the 
g r o w t h of l)ie federal g o v e r i i n i e n l . I be l i eve 
that Ihe relat ionship bet^veen the Jeffersonian 
rhetor ic that doni innles oor political flialoenes 

and the s o c i e l y ' s i n s t i t u t i o n a l s t ruc tu re s is 
more complex . 

In recent years both major parties have cam-
l)a ig i ied on .feffi^rsoiiian themes even as Ihe 
varifius private and publ ic bureaucracies under 
I h e i r c o n t r o l li.ave g r o w n . P e r h a p s in some 
par. 'idoxical way the , ' inli-slalisl ideol(tg\ inl ier 
ited from Ihe I 'ountlers has Cf>iiie to encourage 
Ihe stale's g rowth as wel l ;is that of the inler-
twiried |)iival<' burr-ancracies thai su r r " imd i l . 
I ' e r la in ly ;it l imes o u r devotion to .|effersoiii;ni 
poli t ical I ' l i igiiage li.is inh ib i led us h'om effec 
l i v e l y d i s c u s s i n g the s ta le ' s p o l i c i e s <ir the 
appropriale bonmlar ies belweei i public and pi i 
vale life. 

P e r h a p s it i s l o o n i u c h to a s k ICIlis In 
adtlress these p ro l i l e i i i s . g iven the parameters 
of h i s h o o k . H e h a s p r o d u c e d a v i g o r o u s 
s tudy of l l i e deve lopment of Jefferson's com
plex charac ter over l i m e and resis ted applying 
s tandards of the present to the past, .as hap
p e n s so f r e q u e n t l y i n d i s c u s s i o n s of the 
F o u n d e r s . A n d in so d o i n g , Joseph El l i s has 
better i l lumina ted the l ies between Jefferson's 
lost w o r l d and onr own . • 

Jhendan M r C o i t r i l l r . n t i l l i o r o f n f o r t h r o m i i r g honk, 
" l l i r s i ' D n r h t f y l^istiithffs nf thr V u M i c I ' r n r r . ' t r a r h r ^ 

A m r r i r n n histi'rv tit thr State I J u i v m i t y nf • ^ ' n r ) ' n r k 
/It li't"^l'f?ttjt"" 
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B O O K S 

Natural Pattiways 
There's no lack of guidebooks to vari
ous regions of the U.S.. but surely a spe
cial word must be spoken for a beautiful 
and practical series called The Smith
sonian Guides to Natural America 
(Random House-Smithsonian Books. 
SI9.95 each). In these well-tilled, hand
somely illustrated 
paperbacks you'll 
look in vain for 
urban life, wheth
er in big or small 
cities. What you'll 
find instead are 
national parks, 
nature preserves, 
wildlife sanctuar
ies and scenic 
wonders in gener
al, all meticulous
ly yet colorfully 
described. Moreover, the books 
are designed actually to be used 
by travelers, whether in cars or 
on foot, with routes clearly 
marked out. Recent editions are 
devoted to Soiirhem New E n g 
land. T h e Great Lakes and T h e 
N o r t h e r n Rockies, the^lattex 

with more thari_a_fe_.w_ traces_ Qf_ 
MessrsrLewis_andjClark__inr. 
eluding due attention to the ar
eas they traversed and the 
plants and animals they dis
covered. 

A6 Post Register Wednesday, July 24,1996 

Road signs mark Nez Perce trail 
Post Register 

BOISE — New signs are being in
stalled along several hundred miles of 
highway in north-central and south
eastern Idaho to observe the flight of 
the Nez Perce Indian tribe in 1877. 

The Idaho Transportation Depart
ment and National Forest Service are 
coordinating the effort. 

New signs closely outlining the 
trail are also being installed in Oregon, 
Washmgton, Wyoming and Montana. 

In 1877, the Nez Perce tnbe 
trekked from near Wallowa Lake, 
Ore., to Bear's Paw, Mont., while flee
ing government forces uitent on en
forcing a treaty the Nez Perce had not 
signed. 

Congress established the Nez Per
ce (Nee-Me-Poo) National Historic 
Trail in 1986. The auto tour highway 
markers parallel the route of the trail, 
using highways in the five states. 

The trail within Idaho begins near 
Lewiston, proceeds through north-
central Idaho and exits into Montana 
near Lolo Pass. It re-enters Idaho near 
Lost Trail Pass and proceeds south
east, jogging northeast into Montana 
at Targhee Pass near Yellowstone Na
tional Park. 

The trail extended 1,760 miles in 
aU. Of this, 426 miles are within Idaho. 
Markers have been installed along 
U.S. 12 firom Lewiston to Lolo Pass; 
U.S. 95 from Lewiston to Lucile; Idaho 
13 from Grangeville to Kooskia; U.S. 
93 from Lost Trail Pass to Salmon; 
Idaho 28 fî om Salmon to Leadore and 
from Leadore to its junction with Ida
ho 22; Idaho 22 from that junction to 
Dubois; Idaho 29 from Leadore east to 
Bannock Pass; 1-15 firom Dubois to 
Spencer; and parts of U.S. 20 involv
ing county roads to the IdahcMonta-
na state line within Yellowstone Na
tional Park. 

40 YEARS AGO 

From the Lewiston Tribune 
March 3, 1957 

The State Senate in Boise took 
the first steps toward preserving 
as a point of historical interest, the 

site on the Clearwater River 
where Lewis and Clark built 
dugout canoes for their trip down 
the Clearwater, Snake and Colum
bia in 1805. 

Vancouver Historic Reserve becomes reality 
Associated Press -/Tf/ f O ' ^ - ' i C ^ 

WASHINGTON — Nearly a decade after it was first 
proposed, the Vancouver National Historic Reser\'e is 
on its way to becoming a reality under a sweeping 
parks bill Congress sent to the president Thursday. 

The proposed 366-acre reserve in Vancouver, 
Wash., across the Columbia River from Portland, 
Ore., would commemorate a point reached by ex
plorers Meriwether Lewis and William Clark. 

It also would protect the Fort Vancouver National 
Historic Site, the Vancouver Barracks and the Pear
son Airfield and Museum. One of the oldest airports 
in the country. Pearson was the landing site of Valeri 
Chkalov, the "Soviet Lindberg," after his 1937 trans-
polar flight. 

"The new Fort Vancouver Historic Reserve will 
put on display our community's rich history," said 
Rep. Linda Smith, R-VVash., whose 3rd District in
cludes the site. 

The reserve was first proposed in 1988 by her pre

decessor, former Rep. Jolene Unsoeld, D-Wash. In 
1990, Congress established the Vancouver Historic 
Study Commission to develop recommendations for 
a preservation plan. 

Sens. Slade Gorton, R-Wash., and Patty Murray, D-
Wash., also backed the proposal that President Clin
ton is expected to sign. 

"It's great news for Vancouver. This is something 
the community can be proud of. There's a lot of peo
ple who have worked on this project," Murray said 
Thursday. 

Gorton said former Vancouver Mayor Bruce Ha-
gensen deserved special credit for "his unwavering 
dedication to this project. 

"It was largely because of his efforts that the Van
couver legislation will be signed mto law," he said. 

The bill also includes a provision to extend a mora
torium on dam-building and dredging on a 51-mile-
stretch of the Columbia River in south-central Wash
ington known as the Hanford Reach. 


