
'· 

Chapter Meeting 
Date: Saturday, February 12, 2000 Time: 10:00 a.m. 

Place: Washington State Historical Museum (Mezzanine Level) 
1911 Pacific Avenue, Tacoma 

"Clark and Lewis in Washington: The Narrative of Discovery" 
with David Nicandri, Director, the Washington State Historical Society 

Business Meeting 
Election of Chapter Officers and Board Members for 2000 

Logo Contest 

Driving directions: From I-5 (both northbound and southbound), take exit #133 which becomes Hwy 705. Turn right to 
South 21•1 Street; turn right onto Pacific Avenue and then turn right into the parking lot. 
Consider spending time after the meeting touring this great museum & perhaps bring a brown bag lunch to eat ,with 
other members or grab a bite at the museum's cafe or across the street at several informal eating places. 

1~ . •••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••• ~. ~ 

**REMINDER: RENEW YOUR CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP** 

... ----. 

We invite you to renew your membership for the year 2000. Washington chapter dues ar~ just $10 per 
year (from January 1- December 31). Please send the form on the back of this newsletter plus your check to 
the address shown on the form as soon as possible to maintain your membership in good standing. Join 
us in keeping our chapter strong as we enter the new century and prepare to tackle projects to further the 
legacy of the Corps of Discovery in Washington. Act now to assure you don't miss a single issue of the 
newsletter and receive all the information you need about our upcoming meetings and activities. 

Modern-Day Initiative Passage Affects Historical Sites 
As most of you are aware, passage of 1-695 in November resulted in various impacts on the state budget. 

Steve Wang of State Parks put me in contact with the Washington State Department of Transportation. Staff 
for WSDOT's South Central Region confirmed that two projects have lost funding due to I-695: $1.7million 
in improvements at Alpowa Summit and a $4-5 million construction project near Casey Pond in the Wallula 
Wye area. There may be other minor impacts in the Southwest Region but that is yet to be determined. 

Staff at the Southwest Region Office confirmed that funding for all phases of the SR 101 re-alignment 
project near the Washington end of the Astoria bridge are secure for now. This is the site of Station Camp, 
the Corps' encampment for 18 days in November 1805, now regarded by many historians and scholars as the 
end of the trail, thanks in large part to Rex Ziak. Mr. Ziak, member of the Washington State Lewis and Clark 
Trail Committee and amateur historian, spent six years poring over the journals and using surveying 
equipment to pinpoint their campsites on the Columbia River's banks. At Station Camp, the captains polled 
the members of the Corps of Discovery about where to camp for the winter. The preferences of both York, 
Clark's black slave, and young Sacagawea were also recorded. As most of you know, the decision was to cross 
the river to a site with plentiful game and spend the winter there. But the site of Station Camp, one of the 
most important along the trail, is buried under a two-lane section of Highway 101. It is this section that 
would be realigned to route Highway 101 away from the Station Camp site and establish a large waterfront 
park overlooking the Columbia. submitted by Pam Andersen 
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Election of Officers for the Year 2000 
, - -~~ The Nominating Committee (which consisted of the board members this year) offers the following proposed 

slate of officers for 2000: President - Murray Hayes; Vice President - Cheryl Essary; Secretary - Pam 
Andersen; Treasurer - Rennie Kubik; Board of Directors: Lee Edtl, Don Popejoy, Lyle Soule, Doc Wesselius. 
And as specified in the bylaws, past president Don Payne will continue to serve on the board. · Membersmay 
also nominate other persons for any office, if they wish. The election will be held on Saturday, February 12, 
during the general chapter meeting in Tacoma. At that time, nominations will also be accepted from the floor. 
Members who wish to vote but who cannot attend the meeting are encouraged to complete and mail the 
absentee ballot on page 11 prior to February 3. 

The Lewis & Clark Corner: Info supplied by Don Popejoy [dpoctalc1@aol.com] 

Books of interest: 
Driving Scenic Idaho by Bob Clark (1998). Chapters 19 & 20 detail the Lewis and Clark Trail (eastern half then the 
western halt). Chapter 12 guides you across Lemhi Pass. 
Singing Grass. Burning Sage: Discovering Washington's Shrub-Steppe by Jack Nisbet. This is a beautiful photo/text 
book published by the Washington State Nature Conservancy. 
The Saga of Lewis and Clark: Into The Uncharted West by Thomas and Jeremy Schmidt (1999). Another beautiful book 
with annotated topo maps and pictures that present the visual quest of the expedition. 
Lewis & Clark: A Photographic Journey by Bill andJan Moeller (1999). A similar study of the great Corps journey 
through an unknown country with high quality photos. 
First Across the Continent: The Storv of the Lewis and Clark Expedition by Noah Brooks (1910). I was lucky to come 
across this edition from a friend in Albany, Oregon. Thanks Glenn! 

<. 

> 
< 
~ Websites of interest: · 

http://members.aol.com/dpoctalcl/home.html "The Columbia River Connection" (this is an ongoing website so ~ 
please take a look at least once a month) ~ 

' http:/ /www.elderhostel.org (a calendar of Elderhostel events) ~' 
· . ' __ --. . ' " _.-~ .......... ,. "'·,,,,.. · .. - ~v-~·'-.J""'., ...,,.,;-...._ ·,,. '.,-· , ,,,· . ..,,,,..-• ./-'-' · ,. ·.-.,.- ,, ·,,.,v· ../·.....,,.·-.. / -,/ ·-..., v ' v V.,/.,./·....,,· . ._, ..... ..,,,..·v·-v ·,.,,,, .v·v · ,,_,· vv·.,,_,,··'-../"'Vv v ' /'v ·vv~v"'·/..,,,, ·v·v-v'"v·"'/''-./'-./""O"''.../'''/'V""V-v~./-v·v"'-

An Opportunity to Explore Petrowyphs & History at May 20 Meeting 
Our spring chapter meeting will be held at Horsethief Lake State Park in the beautiful Columbia River 

Gorge. Plans include a great program with member and well-known Lewis and Clark scholar Martin 
Plamondon, an opportunity for a guided tour of the Indian petroglyphs in the park, and a potluck lunch. The 
petroglyphs are in a part of the park that is no longer accessible to the general public, so this is a rare chance 
to view Tsagiglalal, better known as She Who Watches, and many other exceptional examples of this ancient 
art. A maximum of 30 people can be accommodated on the tour with park rangers. The trail is not difficult; 
however, it is recommended that those who sign up have a good sense of balance and dexterity. The trail is 
not paved and is only 12-18 inches wide with small, sharp rocks. Wear sturdy shoes. If you are interested in 
the tour, you MUST register with Cheryl Essary by April 15 at the latest-no exceptions! As of publication 
date, we can still take 22 more reservations. You can contact Cheryl by phone at 509-488-9074 or by mail at 
886 So Hwy 17, Othello, WA 99344-9799, or by e-mail at merckdf@concord.televar.com. We will also be 
taking registrations at the February 12 meeting in Tacoma. 

Registrations are accepted on a first come, first served basis. There is no charge for the tour, but rangers 
must have an accurate count of the number of people attending. Since we are limited to only 30 slots, you will 
be notified if we receive your reservation after the 30 slots are filled and your name will be placed on a waiting 
list. Since the park is arranging for special staffing for this tour, if you sign up to go, please be sure to show 
up; if you register but then find you will not be able to attend, please notify Cheryl right away so she can 
include someone else on this desirable tour. Gary Lentz, chapter member and Lewis and Clark State Park 
Ranger, will speak on the pictographs for those who wish to attend the meeting but not take part in the tour. 

There are 12 campsites at the park; nearby towns include White Salmon and Bingen, Washington, and The 
Dalles, Oregon. More information on accommodation options will appear in the next newsletter. 
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However, the lower pressure and smaller projectile would also mean it would not be as effective at 
producing incapacitating wound cavities in larger animals and humans. In spite of its many advantages, this 
may be one reason that the air rifle never caught on as a weapon of choice amongst the explorers and settlers 
of the American West. It just didn't pack enough punch to get the big jobs done. · 

Captain Lewis wasted no time impressing people with his new air rifle. Shortly after leaving Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, on August 31, 1803, he was demonstrating the weapon to a friend along the Ohio River. He 
offered the friend a turn at trying the rifle. As Lewis recorded: "The ball passed through the hat of a woman 
about 40 yards distant cuting her temple about the fourth of a diameter of the ball; shee fell instantly and 
the blood gus(h)ing from her temple we were all in the greatest consternation suppose( d) she was dead by 
(but) in a minute she revived to our enexprassible satsifaction, and by examination we found the wound by 
no means mortal or even dangerous .... " A "fourth of a diameter of the ball", as Lewis records, would be 
about 5/64 of an inch; large enough to nick an artery and produce "gus(h)ing" blood. A weapon with a 
projectile of larger diameter might have proven fatal. 

Numerous entries about the air gun are found in the journals. Typical entries include this one on August 
3, 1805, while visiting with the Ottoes on the Missouri River: "The air-gun too was.fired, and astonished 
them greatly." Later that same month, August 17, Lewis records: "They had, indeed, abundant sources of 
surprise in all they saw---the appearance of the men, their anns, their clothing,·the canoes, the strange 
looks of the negro, and the sagacity of our dog, all in turn shared their admiration, which was raised to 
astonishment by a shot from the air-gun. This operation was instantly considered 'great medicine', by 
which they, as well as the other Indians, mean something emanating directly from the Great Spirit, or 
produced by his invisible (lnd incompre-hensible agency." Apparently large caliber wasn't a criteria for 
producing "great medicine". 

The Nez Perces were also impressed with the novel weapon. On May 11, 1806, the journals record: "At last 
we succeeded in communicating the impression we wished, and then adjourned the council; after which we 
amused them by showing the wonders of the compass, spy-glass, magnet, watch, and air-gun, each of 
which attracted its share of admiration." · 

The air rifle needed attention like its high-powered relatives. Sergeant Ordway recorded on June 10, 1805: 
" ... the blacksmiths.fixed up their bellowes & repaired the air gun & Several other fire anns." Usually it was 
the main spring in the black powder weapons that failed and the same was the case with the air rifle as well. 
Lewis paid special attention to the readiness of his weapons by frequent inspections and repairs. There is no 
entry of the need to repair the air reservoir on the weapon. Injuries to the reservoir would have rendered it 
inoperative. The repairs to the mainspring would also help identify this weapon as the original one that made 
the trip many years later. 

Upon return to St. Louis, many of the items of the expedition were auctioned off. The air rifle was not 
amongst those items. William Clark made note of several articles to be sent to Louisville in care of a Mr. 
Wolpards. One of the items in box number two was listed as "1 air gun". Mr. Stewart explains how he 
determined that the weapon he located nearly 170 years later was the correct one in his article in the 
Monthly Bugle mentioned earlier. Today this weapon is part of the Henry M. Stewart Collection at the 
Virginia Military Institute in Lexington, Virginia. The museum is open 9 am to 5 pm daily and can be 
contacted at www.vmi.edu/museum. 

There is no doubt that the air rifle earned its place amongst the many strange wonders that the Lewis & 
Clark Expedition introduced to the native populations of the West. Colored flames, spinning compass needles 
and ticking watches were impressive but the potential of a quiet firing, non-smoking, quickly reloadable 
weapon would have fired the imagination more than all the other magical tricks that were displayed. Nearly 
200 years after the Corps of Western Discovery returned to civilization, this weapon continues to fascinate us au. . 
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A Second DAR Lewis and Clark Trail Marker 
_,--.,, On December 3, 1999, the Washington State chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution 

dedicated their second Lewis and Clark marker. This one is in Stevenson at the Columbia Gorge Interpretive 
Center. Approximately 35 members and friends showed up on a cloudy, blustery and rainy day to witness the 
dedication of this beautiful marker. Shirley Wagers, WSSDAR State Regent, gave the opening address and 
thell Barbara Carlson, WSSDAR 2nd Vice Regent (and the newest member of our WS LCTHF chapter along 
with her husband, Richard) arid Leota "Lee" King, WSSDAR State Historian and WS LCTHF member, 
unveiled the newest granite marker; The Washington State DAR received a $10,000 grant from the National 
ParkSerVice, under the direction of Richard Williams, for markers and the Tresko Monument company of 
Spokane contracted to make the markers. The emblem of the DAR, the Lewis and Clark logo and the words 
"Lewis and Clark" are highlighted in gold leaf on the Lake Superior green granite. Leota King reports that the 
states of Kansas, Missouri, Montana and Washington are using the same stone and design to bring 
conformity to the Trail. Other states plan to join this DAR effort as the bicentennial of the Lewis and Clark 
expedition approaches. 

The back of the marker reads: October 30, 1805 William 
Clark recorded in his journal that on this date "A wet disagreeable 
evening. The only wood we could get to burn on this little island on 
which we have encamped is the newly discovered ash which makes a 
tolerable fire." The "little island" is about 1-1/2 miles downstream 
from this marker and is submerged by the waters of the Bonneville 
Dam. April 14, 1806 Meriwether Lewis recorded in his journal 
that on this date ''The mountains through which the river passes ... 
are high broken, rocky, partially covered with fir white cedar. And in 
many places exhibit very romantic seenes." Marker placed by 
Washington State Society of Daughter's of the American Revolution 
December 3, 1999 . 

.. ~\ For information about the first DAR marker in Clarkston, see the 
November 1999 newsletter OR for more information about the efforts 
of the DAR, contact Leota King at leota@gateway.net. 

From left to right: Barbara Carlson, WSSDAR 
2"d VP; Shirley Wagers, WSSDAR state Regent; 
& Leota King, WSSDAR State Historian 

Upcoming Chapter Meetings for 
2000 - Mark Your Calendars 

Now! 
May 20, 2000: Horsethief Lake State Park, 
Klickitat County; lecture by Martin Plamondon 
(see related article on page 3). 
August 2000: Annual LCTHF Meeting, Dillon, 
Montana 
September 23. 2000: Bonneville Dam Visitor's 
Center, Columbia River. Lecture & tour by Don 
Dinsmore . 

submitted by Don Popejoy 

Inspiration Abounds for the 
Chapter Logo Contest 

Several creative members have submitted designs 
for the chapter logo contest announced in the 
winter issue of the newsletter. These designs will 
be on display at the February 12 meeting in 
Tacoma. Be sure to attend the meeting to view 
these entries and cast your vote to select the 
winning design. 

..--..., --~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-, 

Remember to check our Chapter Web Page @http:/lwww.vpds.wsu.edu/LCExpedition/resources/wa lcthf.html 
(thanks, Jay Rasmussen!) 

For links to many other L&C sites, visit http://www.vpds.wsu.edu.LCExpedition/resources/index.html 
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this place. While waiting for the snows to melt, they wrote about what they were told. Their description was 
the first written geographical account of the Spokane area, and even though the information they gathered 
was second hand and went through several interpretations, it accurately fits the landscape. 
The following comes from the journals as found with brackets in the book Spokane Corona. "At this place we 
met with three men of a nation called the Skeet-ko-mish [Spokan] who reside at the forks of a large river 
[the.Spokane River and the Little Spokane River] discharging itself into theColumbia on its east side to the 
nprth of the entrance ofClark'sRiver [Snake River]. This river, they informed me, headed in.a large .lake 
[Lake Coeur d'Alene] in the mountains, and that the falls [Spokan Falls], below which they resided, was at 
no great distance.from the.lake.: These people are the same in their dress and appearance with the 
Chopunnish [Nez Perce] though .their language is entirely different. The river here called the Clark's River 
is that we have hitherto called the Flathead River. I have thus named it in honor of my worthy friend and 
fellow traveler, Captain Clark. For this stream we know no name, and no white man but ourselves was · 
ever on its principal branches. The Skeet-ko-mish nation resides in six villages and are about 70 miles 
distant.from the Chopunnish nation and beyond a mountain which that river heads in. The Waytom Lake 
[Coeur d'Alene] is 10 days around it, has two islands in it, and is seven days.from the Chopunnish. The falls 
of the Lartow River, a little below the lake, is 150 feet, nearly perpendicular, or thereabouts. The falls of 
Clark's River [Albany Falls], which is only a half day's ride from the latter, falls between 400 and 500 feet 
and leaves a continuous, 
spray. The roads which pass up Clark's river from the falls, and that which intersects it.from the falls of 
Lartow River are hilly and bad. The Skeet-ko-mish reside 30 miles up this river. The Skeet-ko-mish reside 
also on the borders of the Waytom Lake and on two islands within the same." 

Even though their information was from hearsay, their description fits the Spokane River (Lartow River) 
as well as any they ever described~ The word Lartow may have come from the present Indian word Latah, 
where the three visiting Indians probably said they lived, on Latah Creek, known locally as Hangmen's Creek. 
Latah Creek of course flows into the Spokane (Lartow) River. 

The present day Spokan Indians do not recognize the word L & C used in their journals, Skeet-ko-mish. 
However, David Thompson called the Spokane River the Skeet-shoo so the word "skeet" must be of some 
local importance. The Spokane Falls comprise nine city blocks in the downtown area (Spokane Riverfront 
Park) and fall about 130 feet in a series of beautifui, soft cascades, as opposed to the journals stating that they 
were a "perpendicular" drop of 150 feet. 

So there it is. Two "ifs." If L & C hadn't been stopped by the snowfall in the Bitterroot Mountains, they 
would never have heard of the Spokan Indians or of the roaring Spokan Falls which, once seen, compares 
favorably with the series of Great Falls in Montana. If L & C hadn't been in such a hurry to explore the 
Yellowstone and Marias Rivers and return home, maybe today we would be dedicating markers to the great 
expedition at the Falls of the Spokan River! 

• 

• 

News and Activities from Near and Far 
If it is possible to tell America's diverse history through a horse breed, then that diversity is amply and tastefully 

displayed in the 1,672-square-foot Appaloosa Museum in Moscow, Idaho. Attracting more than 4,000 visitors each 
year, the museum includes the history of the Appaloosa breed and displays include Nez Perce artifacts, Charles Russell 
prints and other items from the Palouse area. Located on the Idaho side of the Idaho/Washington border at 5070 
Hwy 8 in Moscow, it is open Monday- Friday from 8 am to 5 pm; during the summer, it's also open Saturdays from 9 
am to 3pm. Groups are encouraged to call in advance. To contact curator Sue Emory, call 208-882-5578, ext. 279. 
Admission is free. (source? Spokesman Review, 6/24/98) 

"Windsor", an 8-year-old Newfoundland belonging to Jim & Carol Mungas of Great Falls, Montana, became the 
newest volunteer at the Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center in August. In his role representing Seaman (an integral 
part of the Lewis and Clark Expedition), Windsor accompanies a volunteer on Wednesday afternoons and Friday 
mornings, walking down to the River Camp, through the exhibit hall, up in the lobby and out by the visitor parking. 
Windsor seemed to take to the Center from the get-go, and visitors have been equally enthusiastic. The staff is excited 
to have him as a ''VIP" (Very Important Pooch). (source: National Park Service Lewis & Clark National Historic Trajl 
Administrative Update, 10/99) 

The Headwaters Chapter of LCTHF produced a new brochure entitled "Three Forks of the Lewis and Clark Trail." 
The brochure has information about the Three Forks area, some nice photos, and Corps of Discovery journal entries 
through the area. For more information contact the Headwaters Chapter at P.O. Box 577, Bozeman, MT 59771-0577. 
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Oneof.ouractive behind.:;the-scenes members, Bill 
l#uman,offe.rs ''the Lewis & Clark ~ition: ATale 
of@Qurage" through Elderhostef, Inc. from April 9~l4. ,. . 
20QQ. Bill also did some work with Elderhostel in 
Sa:I)dy, Oregon, this past summer. [Note: Elclerhostel is 

· · •• a, non-profit organization with .25 years of experience 
· p~Viding high-quality, affordable, educational 
adventilres tor adultS 55 and older. For more 
inforination or for a catalog, caU toll-free i-877-426-
·. ao56 or visit their website at www~elderhostel.org] 
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ABSENTEE BALLOT 

If you cannot attend the February 12 general chapter meeting and wish to participate in the elect1on, 
please complete the absentee ballot b~low and mail it to: . · · · · 

· · · · · · Murray Hayes, 936 Cameron Rd, Sequim, WA98383 · 
· before February 3. 2000. 

President: D Murray Hayes 
D Other --------

Vice President: D Cheryl Essary 
D Other --------

Secretary: D Pam Andersen Treasurer: D Rennie Kubik 
D Other ______ _ D Other ______ _ 

Board of Directors (four positions): 
D Lee Edtl 
D Lyle Soule 
D Other ______ _ 
D Other ______ _ 

D Don Popejoy 
D Doc Wesselius 
D Other -------
0 Other -------

X- - - X- - - - - - - - - - - - x 
MAIL TO: 
WASHINGTON STATE CHAPTER 
Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation 
P. 0. Box 9021 
Spokane, WA 99209-9021 

CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP 
$10.00 per year (Jan-Dec) for any 
person. family, firm, association or 
corporation. Please make checks 
payable to: 
Washington State Chapter LCTHF 

Dues are kept as low as possible· to 
encourage wide membership. In 
addition. members are encouraged 
to make additional donations to 
support the organiz.ation. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL 

Name(s) _________________ _ 

Street ________________ _ 

City ________________ _ 

State ______ Zip _________ _ 

*Phone: (h) ________ (w) _____ _ 

. *E-mail: 
---------------~ · *Optional-will be included with membership roster 

Above dues are for Washington State Chapter only. Bylaws state that Chapter members must be current members 
of the National Foundation. Annual dues are: Individual, $30 per year; Family, $40 per year. Membership includes 
the quarterly magazine We Proceeded On. Send Foundation dues to: Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation, 
PO Box 3434, Great Falls, MT 59403. 
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